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The Serbian Government always denied that it was in
any way directly responsible for the assassination of the
Austrian Archduke. But the celebration of the tenth anni-
versary of his assassination and the outbreak of the War,
which resulted in the creation of the united nation of which
Serbian Nationalists had dreamed, inspired some interest-
ing reminiscences which cast doubt on the official Serbian
attitude. Ljuba Jovanovitch, who was Minister of Edu-
cation in the Pashitch Cabinet of 1914, without perhaps
quite realizing the importance of his words, let the cat out
of the bag1 in 1924. In the Blood oj Slavdom,52 he describes
in a vivid but simple way how some of the Pashitch Cabinet
were aware of the Sarajevo plot for nearly a month; and
yet, in spite of this guilty knowledge, took no effective
steps to arrest the conspirators or to warn the Austrian
authorities of the impending danger This amazing admis-
sion on the part of a leading Serbian official has given rise
to other Serbian revelations and denials concerning the part
in the Sarajevo plot taken by the secret Serbian military
organization commonly known as the "Black Hand/3 aiid
especially by Col. Dragutin Dimitrijevitch. This reckless,
generous, idolized, childish hero, who seems to belong to
the spirit of the sixteenth rather than of the twentieth cen-
tury, was the head of the espionage department of the Ser-
bian General Staff. As the founder and dominating figure
in the Serbian "Black Hand," he was the most influential
military officer in Serbia. These Serbian revelations place
the Austro-Serbian conflict in a new light and, if true,
greatly increase the burden of Serbia's share of responsi-
bility. They* tend to confirm what Austrian officials sus-
pected, but could not prove, in 1914. They help to
explain, though they do not justify, Austria's determination
to deal energetically with what was regarded as the Serbian
52 Ljuba Jovanovitch, "After Vidov-Dan, 1914," in Krv Slovenstva.
Belgrade, 1924.